Summary of FSIT meeting for November 13, 2007.
Attendance:

	Name
	E-mail

	Lisa Weber
	lweber@utep.edu

	Susan Leech
	sleech@utep.edu

	Marian Manciu
	mmanciu@utep.edu

	Helen Foster
	hfoster@utep.edu

	Brian Giza
	bhgiza@utep.edu

	Ken Pierce
	kpierce@utep.edu

	Virgilio Gonzalez
	vgonzalez3@utep.edu 


1. The previous meeting did not have enough quorum thus there were no  previous minutes to be reviewed or approved.

2. Ken Pierce informed the status of several IT projects:

a. Text messaging service became available.

i. It is an opt-in service and used mostly for emergency broadcast of messages

ii. The only authorized users to send messages are  Communications, Presidents Office, Police Chief and the Chief Information Officer.

iii. Other commercial and general purpose groups could be created and are available on an opt-in basis only.

iv. Professors might create groups to contact his/her students, again on an opt-in basis.

b. Video Bulletins are being tested.
i. Video Signage SDistribution system for campus announcements will be available for centralized and distributed feeds.

ii. Priority will be emergency messages.

iii. There will be “Local” administrators in the areas where the displays are located.  Initial test are in COBA and the library. 
iv. There will be a distribution list to notify the local administrators to request the posting of messages. The local administrators will be able to filter the content to fit the needs in the particular area.

v. Colleges or areas that want a display need to absorb the cost of the unit. A “Channel Player” is needed to program the content; however multiple displays can show the same information. This might allow reusing existing screens in the university.

c. IT BLOG for campus communications.

i. IT is experimenting with the use of Web 2.0 technologies, such as BLOGs, WIKIs and RSS to push content.

ii. As a testing phase the objective is to understand their use and impacts on the rest of the systems. It should allow better decisions for the future deployments and support.

iii. Those will be another method to push content that is customized to the different constituents in the university.

iv. It was recommended that the FSIT committee might also be an early adopter of those technologies to provide feedback. WIKIs will be the first effort

v. Brian Giza created a test WIKI page to distribute FSIT information at http://utep-fsit.pbwiki.com/ and the password to edit is elpaso (all lower-case, no spaces). It is recommended to follow the available tutorials.

d. Tech Fee distribution allocates approximately $1.2 Million for IT projects:
i. Computer lab replacements

ii. Classroom upgrades

iii. Independent from the Faculty/Staff replacement program

e. WebCT future replacement 

i. A proposal was made by 14 UT campuses to consolidate the initial $6.5 Million; however blackboard forbids “hosting” by other institutions. Other alternatives are being explored such as a possible alliance with Telecampus.

3. A request made by the library committee to evaluate the use of anti-plagiarism software.

a. A solution might be available in WebCT 6

b. It was suggested to bring this to the attention of the provost office and get more support.

c. A motion was made and approved to “Make a written recommendation of the need to the Faculty Senate regarding anti plagiarism software”

4. It was also suggested to establish a common front with the “Effective Teaching” committee to endorse the use of online evaluations.

5. Elections were conducted and the following persons were selected for the FSIT committee

a. Mary Duffy was proposed to be the Secretary pending her acceptance.
b. Marian Manciu was elected as Vice-Chair.

c. Virgilio Gonzalez was elected as Chair.

