Faculty Senate Information Technology Committee

November 17, 2008

Attendance:

Nigel Ward, Chair, Virgilio Gonzalez, Ken Pierce, Karl Putman, Mary Duffy, Robert Wren, Jose Hernandez, Paulo Pinheiro Da Silva, Brian Giza.
1. Minutes. The minutes from the last meeting were approved.

2. Committee Chair:

Composition of Committee. There are no representatives on the committee from the School of Nursing, the College of Health Sciences, or the University College. The chair will discuss adjusting committee makeup with John Levy.

Secretary. Mary Duffy was elected secretary.
3. IT (Ken Pierce):
Blackboard/WebCT.

Blackboard Campus Edition 8 is the official replacement for WebCT Campus Edition 4. The new environment has been setup and turned over to ISS for further development. Version 4 will remain active until summer. Single Sign-on is ready. It is your regular UTEP credentials. They haven’t decided where to put the link yet.

There is a new blackboard version due out next year called “NG.” It incorporates WebCT and blackboard. IT isn’t sure how it will fit into our plan yet.

 MySpace.
MySpace has been rebranded to MSPACE. They have also upgraded to a newer version. The interface is a little different but it still has all the functionality. Previous space limits have been dropped with the new version. Before the Spring Semester everyone will be mapped (drive letter) to MSPACE. MSPACE has built-in WIKI support. If you already have a drive letter for MySpace, it won’t change when they switch you to the new version. There is concern that there will be a proliferation of environments across UTEP.
4. Committee Role.

Currently our role is to recommend policies and provide liaison. Each of the College Representatives briefly discussed their strategies for informing and consulting with the faculty in their college about issues that arise in the committee meetings.  It was suggested that the faculty senate create a monthly report/digest/? That would disseminate information. Each committee would contribute a synopsis of their activity. The format should allow all committees to describe their activities, as well as impact and expectations. We should also put minutes, etc, on a Wiki. Paulo Pinheiro Da Silva agreed to setup a wiki for the committee. There is a wiki function that will alert all members when anything on the Wiki changes. 

IT’s website will be the main source of technology information. However, the committee chair should be reporting regularly to the Faculty Senate. The key is to prevent confusion, so keep it brief, high light key items and then point to those with the real expertise for a full explanation.

5. Technology Trends.

Other universities, companies, and other organizations are using social networking sites/software for business. It is intended to increase communication. Should UTEP be considering this as an option as well? One problem with this or any new technology is inertia. It is hard to bring people up to speed on technology. In addition there should be some expected benefit to the organization when adapting any new technology.

6. Faculty evaluations.

Evaluations for fall semester are in the normal paper process. However, the data will be put online.

7. Homework.

Everyone should review the draft survey before the next meeting.

8. Next Meeting.  
The next meeting will be on Monday, December 8th at 11:30 AM. 

The chair will let us know where the meeting will be held.. 
9. Adjourned: The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 PM.
Mary Duffy, revised 
