University of Texas at El Paso
Informed Consent Form
Project Name: Turning Multimedia into Social Media: Data Collection
Investigators: Steven Werner, Nigel Ward Ph.D.
Research Aims: We are collecting dialogs to generally support our research in speech technology.  We are specifically collecting among UTEP CS students for three reasons: 1) to enable the development of algorithms for search in “social” multimedia data, 2) to discover the most common patterns of interaction in casual conversation, and 3) to illustrate these patterns and their difference in English and Spanish.  You have been asked to participate because we are interested in dialogs within social groups, and the UTEP Computer Science community is such a group.
Procedure: If you agree to participate, you will 1) fill out a short demographic survey, 2) be paired with another study subject, 3) wear a microphone headset, 4) converse with the other person in another room across a glass window, 5) do so for 5-10 minutes, while 6) being audio- and video recorded.
Users of the Data: The data collected will be used by researchers in UTEP’s Interactive Systems group and by researchers at other institutions who sign an agreement to follow all the confidentiality and privacy protections described below.   
Uses of the Data:   1) After we collect the dialogs, we will recruit CS students to tag them for topics and other aspects that people might like to search on.  2) The collection of dialogs, together with these tags, will be analyzed here at UTEP’s Interactive Systems Group and by researchers at other institutions.  In general this analysis will be based on statistical analysis of automatically extracted features, but the researchers may listen to or view some of the data.  Based on these analyses, researchers will develop an evaluate algorithms and methods for searching in or otherwise processing social multimedia   3) Excerpts of the data may be used in presentations at research meetings to illustrate these algorithms and methods.  4) Transcripts of small dialog segments may be used in scientific articles describing the algorithms, methods, and findings.  5) If you permit by initialing below, short audio snippets of the data  (no video), not to exceed 8 seconds, may be placed on  websites as illustrations of common patterns of interaction and how they differ in English and Spanish, or otherwise made publically available for educational purposes.
Risks and Confidentiality:  The risks involved in participating in this study relate to the loss of privacy and the potential for embarrassment, in particular, since the taggers will be your peers and maybe your friends.  To mitigate these risks, your name will not be associated with the dialog(s) you participate in.  Despite this, taggers and other local users of the data may still be able to identify you from the video or your voice.  We therefore request that you please avoid saying anything that might embarrass you or anyone else.  If you inadvertently say something that should not be retained, please immediately make a note, and tell the experimenter after the dialog ends, so that he can delete those segments of the audio and video.  The experimenter, at his discretion, may also delete short segments if he thinks there is a potential privacy risk.  All recordings will be stored only on password-protected computers and all backup media in locking file cabinets.
Benefits:   As described in the flier, your compensation will be either class credit or a small cash amount.
Source of Funding: UTEP and Dr. Ward are receiving funding from the National Science Foundation to conduct this study.  
Withdrawal from the study: Taking part in this study is voluntary.  If you choose to take part, you have the right to stop at any time without penalty. 
Contacts:  You may ask any questions you have now. If you have questions later, you may contact:
Steven Werner		(315) 405-3311		sdwerner@miners.utep.edu
Dr. Nigel Ward		(915) 747-6827		nigel@utep.edu
UTEP’s Institutional Review Board (IRB)  (915) 747-8841 irb.orsp@utep.edu


Agreement:
I have read each page of this consent form, and I voluntarily agree to participate in this study. I will get a copy of this consent form now and can get information on results of the study later, if I wish.

Participant Name: 							   Date: 
Participant Signature: 							   Time:

Consent form explained/witnessed by: 	 
Printed name: 		   Date:
Signature:								   Time:	 

I hereby give permission for short snippets of the audio recordings to be used for educational purposes as described above.      
[bookmark: _GoBack]_______  (initial if you agree)
