How to Tag Social Speech using Elan  
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This document describes the mechanics of tagging, organized by the steps listed in the Annotators Guide document. 

Steps 1-4: Familiarization and Exploration

To create an annotations file:
· Open Elan
· menu: File, New
· navigate to the social/video directory, set it to show all file types, then pick a file
· click ">>" to move it into the workspace, then click "OK"

You will see the movie.  Click play and verify that the sound works.

Useful Elan Commands and Shortcuts:

· click to place the current timepoint (vertical cursor)
· cntl-space to play from the current timepoint
· drag mouse to select region
· shift-space to play selected region

· drag "rate" slider to select rate (130 or 140 is good)
· rightclick in the second-timeline and "zoom" to 10% to compress signal

· double-click (or alt-n) to add a tag to the current region
· double-click or control-enter to close and save a tag

· if you want to add a tag that overlaps an existing tag, put the new one in a different tier

Step 5: Tagset Entry

Create a directory for your tags under "isg/speech/social", e.g prunellas-eaf (if you name is Prunella).  

Open up Elan, on any movie file

menu: Edit, Edit Controlled Vocabularies
give your tagset a name, e.g. prunella-tags
enter all the tags (in the entry value box) and "add" each one
close to save it; don’t exit Elan yet

menu: Type, Add New Linguistic Type
add, type name = prunella-type (if your name is prunella)
"use-controlled vocabulary" to select the tagset you created a moment ago
"Add to save"

menu: Tier, Add New Tier
enter a tier name, topics1
select as "linguistic type" the type you created a minute ago
add
repeat the sequence twice to create topics2 and topics3 tiers

create a test tag:
drag over a region of time.  
double-click or alt-n to edit.  
select the desired tag

Menu: File, Save; save the file in prunellas-eaf, using the same name as that of the video,
For example, save utep999.m4v as utep999.  The .eaf extension will automatically be written.
Verify that the eaf file you wrote exists and is contains your tagged region plus your whole list of tags.

Now that you’ve saved a tag, you don’t want to overwrite it.  So in future, when you want to open this file, use “Open” not “New”, and just click on the eaf file.  Try it:
Exit elan
Open your file again, see if the tiers are still there, and your test tag.

Step 6: Tagging

Label the whole thing, saving periodically

To go on to the next file
New, then load the video file
Tier, then import the tier from your previous .eaf file (to get your tiers and tagset)
Save, then set the save destination to be the appropriate .eaf filename for this movie
then go to work labeling. 

Step 7: Assigning Weights

Print out any of the .eaf files, find the tags at the bottom, and pencil in a weight for each, from 0 to 3.




in isg/speech/social/tagging-howto.docx 
see also nigel/papers/mediaeval/instructions/annotator-instructions.docx
